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4. BURIRE :

”African and Japanese Civil Society Joint Policy Statement

for TICAD V Ministerial Meeting in Ethiopia”

17th March 2013
African and Japanese Civil Society Joint Policy Statement
for TICAD V Ministerial Meeting in Ethiopia
Civic Commission of Africa
Japan TICAD V NGO Contact Group

Background and Introduction

We, members of the civil society through the Civic Commission of Africa (CCfA) and Japan TICAD V NGO Contact Group
(hereafter the civil society), resolved to promote Africa’s spontaneous development in line with the rights and needs of
the people of the continent, wish to highlight that the development for Africa must be pursued by Africans themselves,
especially for the improvement of the life and livelihood of the people living on its soil, and must be based on the basic
human rights of the people of Africa, and on human security that is founded on the concept of human rights.

The civil society wishes to appreciate two evolutions from the TICAD process that are worthy of note; the inclusion of
the African Union Commission (AUC) as a Co-organizer in the TICAD process, and the growing recognition and
involvement of civil society from observer status to the current position of offering concrete and constructive
proposals. The civil society feels that positioning the AUC as a TICAD co-organizer will indeed strengthen Africa’s

ownership, particularly if it creates channels of inclusion of the diverse African voices and voices of the civil society on

the African continent. This calls for greater flexibility and responsiveness in ensuring that the planning processes are

open and inclusive.

A. INCLUSIVE AND RESILIENT SOCIETIES

1) Inclusive Societies with Civil Society Involvement

The civil society wishes to highlight that our six years’
experience with TICAD has genuinely demonstrated that
CSO share not only a value addition to the TICAD
process but an inevitable component of attaining
inclusive societies.

a) CSOs bring to the fore views of grassroots based
development alternatives and ideas which ensures that
the resultant TICAD Plan of Action is relevant to and has
a greater chance of impacting Africa’s bottom majority.

b) The inclusion of CSOs introduces a different face to
the process, that of a multidimensional model as
opposed to the “Leaner” model that TICAD has
employed thus far, which was only Government to
Government. The multidimensional model makes
Japanese government relate to African governments,

CSOs, and Africa’s private sector; the Japanese private

sector relate to African government in Public Private
Partnerships (PPPs), African private sector and African
CSOs. CSOs also ensure that TICAD is not only based on
relationships between government/private sector/CSOs,
but also based on relationships between Japanese
people and African people.

c) The civil society can play the role of on the ground
monitoring, on whether TICAD process are effective and
Japan’s ODA is reaching grass-root people. The civil
society can also help monitor and track “Trust Gaps” to
alert African governments and the TICAD co-sponsors to
anticipate and counter social unrest and riots and
highlight potential hot spots and threats.

d) One glaring omission in the TICAD process is about
communicating effectively the successes of the Africa
Japan cooperation. While so much has happened in the
past 20 years of TICAD, it goes unnoticed because it is
unreported or under reported. We call on TICAD V to
incorporate a communication strategy that builds the
capacities of African media to inform Africans on the
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extent and impact of the TICAD process amongst other
things and also to work collaboratively with Japanese
media to inform Japanese people of the benefits and
impact of the TICAD process.

We believe this is the only way Japan’s ODA through the
TICAD process would go much further, the only way it
would reach the intended recipients better, which are
the people at the grass-root.

Therefore, the civil society calls upon the TICAD V and
subsequent processes to clearly designate a role for
both African CSOs andJapanese CSOs at the planning,
execution, monitoring and evaluation stages of TICAD V.

2) Achieving the MDGs

It is a fact that unless major or drastic measures and
actions are taken between now and 2015, most African
countries are unlikely to attain the set MDG targets. The
civil society calls on the TICAD V process to provide
technical and financial support to African governments
to achieve those MDG targets that are unlikely to be met
by 2015.

a) As regards MDG 1 on fighting extreme poverty, the
civil society notesthat agricultural growth for food
security and nutrition is already a priority in the TICAD
process. We wish to reiterate that smallholder farmers,
the majority of whom are women, account for 90% of
staple food production in Sub Sahara Africa and
contribute 30% to overall GDP.

We need to ensure that Japanese ODA to agriculture
recognizes this reality and sets measures that specifically
target the smallholder farmers to increase rural incomes
and improve their livelihood. In addition to the
promotion of advanced but practical technologies,
improved agricultural processing, post-harvest storage
and access to markets, the TICAD process must ensure
that Japanese ODA does not lead to dispossession of
these farmers of their land in what is commonly referred
to as ‘land grabbing’. The civil society wants to work
with Japan and the TICAD V framework to ensure
equitable and sustainable development of smallholder
farmers.

b) The civil society feels there is a need to revisit the
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Global Partnerships. We wish to request that most
should

improvement of education quality and enhancing

efforts towards education emphasize on
learning outcomes. We wish to encourage TICAD to
ensure a favourable environment for girls in schools;
build on what worked well in the past TICAD education
efforts, for example “Expansion of the School for All
Model”.
technical education for the youth to acquire skills

We also call for the increase in funding in
through which they would be able to create
opportunities for employment and enhance their
productive capacities; facilitating the transfer of
technology and skills by taking local realities including
the investment in research.

c) The civil society notes that gender equality and the
empowerment of women are at the heart of the
MDGs and are

overcoming poverty, hunger and disease in Africa. In

achieving all preconditions for
order to meet all eight MDG targets, the civil society
calls on the TICAD V Framework to ensure that there is a
deliberate and conscious effort to involve women in all
development planning processes; and that gender is
mainstreamed in all the three TICAD V pillars.

The civil society calls on the TICAD V to adopt
frameworks that are comprehensive and all inclusive,
and have clearly defined measurable and targets like the
(SADC)
We also call on the

Southern Africa Development Corporation
Gender and Development Protocol.
TICAD process to support the use of sex-disaggregated
data and indicators to account for gender gaps and to
enable credible assessments of MDG progresses. The
civil society offers to assist with a framework that
ensures governments, the private sector, CSOs and the
media are assigned targeted roles and responsibilities
with timeframes, of developing and operationalizing an

agreed TICAD V gender and development framework.

d) On health-related MDGs, it was sad to note that even
though health was noted as a very critical determinant
of economic growth during the deliberations, there was
little mention of it within both the declaration and the
action plan documents In reality, tremendous efforts are
needed to attain health-related MDGs, though a lot of

gain has been made in the past years.



We call upon both the African and Japanese

governments to immediately include within the
declaration and the plan if action maternal health, child
and newborn health as well as HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria
as this will ascertain continued and prioritized technical
and financial investment in health and community

systems by both entities.

The civil society thus calls on the TICAD V Framework to
clarify on technical and financial support in line with the
various declarations and action plans by the African
Union (AU) and other international initiatives, and fully
provide support to multilateral health initiative such as
the Global Fund and the GAVI Alliance.

The civil society also calls on the TICAD V framework to
pledge an innovative initiative for the realization of
Universal Health Coverage by strengthening the
currently weak health systems, increasing immunization
and health workforce, promoting local communities’
health, and

establishing a strong health financing systems that allow

autonomous initiatives to improve

free or affordable access to basic healthcare.

3) Post 2015 Development Framework

The civil society calls on the TICAD V to contribute to the
formulation of a sound Post 2015 development
framework, to include measures that complement the
progress made to date on the current MDGs, and
further it by building autonomous national, regional,
and continental systems.
calls on the TICAD V Process to:

In this regard the civil society

a) To build into the Post 2015 MDG framework a process
that ensures community ownership of the MDGs by
supporting African governments, financially and
technically, to incorporate amongst others a Devolved
Multi Sectorial Approach to development in order to
assist communities to reappraise their challenges and
the best support they need in implementing their

solutions.

b) To include and prioritize women empowerment and

gender equality as a central pillar.

c) To build social and financial systems for inclusive
growth, and prioritize fostering of efficiency and
accountability in services, with improved access to basic
health, nutrition, water and sanitation services in order
to address the social disconnect on vulnerable groups.

d) To improve the quality of education and skills building
for tomorrow’s job market, ensuring the creation of
decent jobs. Measures should be taken to transform
the structure of African economies so as to translate
growth into job creation, through mobilization of
domestic resources, building progressive taxation
systems and increase public investment to poverty and
inequality-reducing measures by bringing together the
social, environmental and economic dimensions of
sustainable development.

e) To reflect of an appropriate balance of development
enablers and outcomes; the agenda must provide broad
indications of development enablers while taking note
of country and regional specificities; including but not
limited to; enhanced peace and security; good
governance; human rights for all; strengthened access to
justice and equality; a credible participatory process;
and enhanced capacity to measure progress and ensure
accountability; support, financially and technically,
existing frameworks from the AU and RECs to attain
peace and stability in the continent.

f) To focus on increasing investment in infrastructure,
particularly within energy and transportation. The Post
2015 framework should include indicators on energy,
with emphasis on renewable energy and other sources
of energy in addition to electricity; and build on and
support the UN Secretary Generals E4All Framework.

g) To increase financial resources and policy space for
human development and human rights, and creation of
incentives, institutions and processes in which Africa’s
people and civil society organizations can participate
effectively to design, implement and monitor economic
and social trends, funding, policies and programs.

h) As development issue, the growing burden of
Non-Communicable Diseases in Africa should be given
top priority in post 2015 MDG Action Plan. The African
Union, TICAD and individual countries must start the
timely implementation of the UN High Level Meeting
Political Declaration on NCDs held in September 2011 in
New York and World Health Assembly meeting
decisions.
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As a civil society activist in Africa, we strongly believe
that any credible and sincere economic development
assistance from developed world including Japan,
should take in to account the existing peculiar condition
in Africa including the appreciation of the growing
burden of non-communicable diseases. We urge TICAD
and Japanese Government to join the international
community and give proper attention to the awareness,
prevention, early diagnosis, treatment and palliative
management of non-communicable diseases in Africa.

4) Climate Change

The civil society hold the view that support to Africa
must be pegged on helping Africa with capacities in
The civil

society believe that the benefit to Africa can only be

mitigation and adaptation to climate change.

realized when Japan’s discussions with Africa recognize
the role climate change has or will have on Africa.
Climate change must therefore be at the center of all
development efforts, be it bilateral or multilateral, and
should also be high on the TICAD V agenda not as part
of a pillar but given space in the action plan to stand as a
pillar.

a) The civil society urges Japan to follow up with the

plans initiated by Japan.

b) The civil society calls on Japan and the TICAD V
co-organizers to help transfer adaptive technologies to

Africa at no cost.

c) The civil society calls to lessen the role of
donor-driven institutions in climate change negotiations
to save Africa and the world at large, and support
Africa’s position on climate change, that of CBDR
(Common But Differentiated Responsibility) and for the
pledging of the 2nd term of Kyoto Protocol. The civil
society also takes the views of those who are against
Japan's "Green Growth Strategy", which emphasizes
"bilateral carbon credit scheme". The civil society call for
a change in Japan’s current position on climate, and urge

Japan to return itself to justice-based climate policy.

d) TICAD should lead within the G10 infrastructure to

amplify the voice and position of the African Ministers
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of the Environment (AMCEN)

B. ROBUST AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY

1) Government Led Development
The civil society calls on a development framework that
is geared more towards “Inclusive Economic Growth”,
which should be formulated and implemented with full
participation of civil society, local communities and
vulnerable groups, and contributes to the improvement
of the livelihood for the grassroots people of Africa. The
TICAD V should

governments to set realizable policies and support

framework capacitate  African

Africa’s  existing initiatives towards  economic
development and growth; that development agenda
should be Africa led, and should be according to Africa’s
needs and priorities, and not according to partner

priorities.

a) The civil society calls on the TICAD V process to take
cognizance of Africa’s existing agricultural development
and promotion frameworks, build technical capacity and
financial resources to boost agricultural development
by:

e Assisting in identifying and opening markets for
Africa’s agricultural produce

* Promotion of women farmers and capacity building for
smallholder farmers

¢ Resourcing high technology farming methods and farm
inputs

e Resourcing the development of infrastructure that
links farmers to markets, link regions and facilitate the
free movement of people and goods within regions and
the continent

e Promote SMEs and informal traders to have the
capacity to supply through Clustering

e Assist African countries fund agriculture as per and
within the agreed Maputo Declaration; the CAADP and
other such frameworks

b) The civil society also calls on the TICAD V to be more
strategic in promoting Africa's regional integration and
self-reliance in order to make Africa's economy stronger
and more independent based on Africa's economic
sovereignty, and promote infrastructure and economic
investments as well as technical assistance to regional



integration, including strengthening legal and
administrative capacities of African states, the regions

and the related AU Commissions.

2) Economic Growth and Private Sector

Given the high need and demand for economic
diversification among most African countries, the civil
society recognizes the role of the private sector to help
boost Africa’s economic growth; open opportunities for
African and Japanese private sectors to champion

Africa’s economic growth through:

a) Promotion and facilitation of a strong partnerships
and collaborations between Africa’s and Japanese
private sectors with emphasis on Africa’s ownership and

international partnership.

b) Creation of a framework and platform to capacitate
Africa’s small and medium size enterprises by Japanese
private sector and the TICAD V process emphasizing on
women and youth led small innovative businesses and
initiatives geared towards job creation and community
based sustainable development projects.

sector driven

c) Ensuring a focus on private

infrastructure development that emphasizes the
involvement of women, youth and people with

disabilities (Affirmative Action).

d) Developing and capacitating a framework that
supports dialogues between the private sector and CSOs
especially on delivering, monitoring and evaluation of
TICAD V funded projects.

The civil society would like to emphasize that economic
growth in Africa should directly benefit to the
livelihoods of the socially and economically vulnerable
populations, and that the rights of these people should
not be violated. The civil society calls on the private
sectors to respect the International Bill of Human Rights,
paying close attention to the social aspects such as
human rights, labor standards and protecting the

environment.

C. PEACE AND SECURITY

Africa is facing a range of evolving peace and security
threats, including Terrorism, maritime security and
piracy, cyber and technology-driven security threats, and
socio-economic unrest that affect directly livelihood of
grassroots communities. Currently, there have been
tendencies in the increase of election-related insecurity
problems, as well as a resurgence of the attempts of
coup d’état in Africa. Another area of concern that
requires a regional and international solidarity is the
necessity to support national initiatives working to
reduce the lack of trust between different influential

actors in these countries.

Beyond efforts to respond to these challenges, policy
implementation capacity and information and response
mechanisms are urgently required to promote peace
and security. A fragmented approach to crisis and the
absence of a common policy will hinder security
cooperation. The efforts for peace and stability needs
a consistent set of principles and policies in this area

coordinated at the regional level.

Ownership-partnership capacity building in the area of
peace and security should be — in our sense- associated

to five principles:

(i) Good governance, (ii) Respect of International laws,
conventions and treaties, (iii) Strong Regional and
International Cooperation, (iv) Respect of Sovereignty of
states,(v) Enhancing of audit and assessment
mechanisms over all types of financial expenses on

peace and security in Africa

TICAD cooperation in the AU program for peace and
should

implementation of the regional coordination platform

security  building capacity support the
for international partners, and consider how best to
broaden engagement beyond traditional donors and

partners, including the United Nations.
On this basis, the civil society welcomes the concern of
TICAD for strengthening security and peace in our

continent, and recommends the following:

(1) We look positively that TICAD outcome documents
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refers and aims to support existing initiatives of the
African Union, including APSA, but it should not be at
the expense of other TICAD pillars. The identity of TICAD
is to assist economic growth, development and
achievement of MDGs in Africa. Financial assistance for
the peace and security building should not be at the
expense of other sectors of development.

(2) Dealing with security should be approached by
associating sustainable development to sustainable
security.

(3) Good governance should be emphasized on the
support of peace and security-related areas under
TICAD.

(4) TICAD should focus on comprehensive agenda of
disaster risk reduction.

(5) The whole of the approaches of TICAD process
should be based on human security.

(6) Since the role of civil society remains imperative, we
ask for TICAD to support African CSOs to be involved in
consultations and programs related to peace and

security.
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