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Japan Citizen’s Network for TICAD

August 26, 2017
Board Members of Japan Citizens' Network for TICAD

Statement to Protest Visa Refusal against a Japanese Civil Society Participant for TICAD and
Demand TICAD Co-Organizers to Ensure Full Participation of Civil Society for TICAD Meetings

The First TICAD VI Follow-up Ministerial Level Meeting, including related conferences which was held
in Joaquim Chissano International Conference Center in Maputo, the Republic of Mozambique from
August 23, finished in the afternoon of August 25.

Despite all of the 25 civil society members from Mozambique, other African countries and Japan were
successfully registered for the conference, the visa application of Ms. Naoko Watanabe, South Africa
program officer of Japan International Volunteer Center (JVC) was refused and thus she was not able
to participate in the conference, in spite of her successful registration for the conference.

We, Japan Citizens' Network for TICAD, express our protest against the visa refusal and demand the
TICAD Co-organizers to ensure full participation of all civil society applicants to the further conferences
related to TICAD.

TICAD (Tokyo International Conference on African Development) is a multilateral and multi-sectoral
initiative for African development led by the Government of Japan, which has been guiding the
relationship of diplomacy and international cooperation between African countries and Japan. Since
TICAD II, held in Tokyo in 1998, participation of civil society and other non-state actors has been
expanded. In this regard, TICAD differentiates itself from other bilateral conferences related to Africa,
such as FOCAC (Forum of China-Africa Cooperation). Unfortunately, the visa refusal injured the
TICAD process that was highly esteemed by its openness to all stakeholders.

We, Japan Citizens' Network for TICAD, have been working to secure full participation and sufficient
opportunities for advocacy by civil society of hosting country, other African countries and Japan for all
of TICAD conferences since 2014, following TICAD V in Yokohama. We publicly released our official
letter to request the government of the Republic of Mozambique to reconsider the visa refusal and
issue the visa for her immediately. In addition, we asked the Government of Japan and other
co-organizers of TICAD to recommend the government of Mozambique to issue the visa. The letter
was submitted to the Government of Mozambique, Japan and TICAD co-organizers with signatures of
more than 50 organizations worldwide.

We can’'t and won’t accept the decision to refuse the visa. We demand sincere efforts of the
government of hosting country, TICAD Co-organizers (African Union Commission (AUC), UNDP, UN
Office of Special Advisers on Africa (UNOSAA), World Bank and especially the government of Japan,
who leads the TICAD process, to prevent visa refusal against civil society and ensure full participation
of civil society for the future TICAD Conferences.

Contact: Masaki Inaba (Africa Japan Forum)
Address: 3rd FI, Maruko Bldg, 1-20-6 Higashi-Ueno, Taito-Ku, Tokyo Japan
Phone Number: +81 3 3834 6902, E-mail: inaba@sdgs-japan.net
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